
                            

 

MODULE 1: ENGLISH FOR SPECIFIC PURPOSES 
(SPECIAL NEEDS AND DISABILITY) 

LESSON 9 

HEARING IMPAIRMENT 

Words and 

Phrases 

Transcriptio

n 

Definition Translate 

into your own 

language 

deafness /defnes/ not able to hear anything, or 

not able to hear very well 

 

Sign language /saɪn 

ˈlæŋɡwɪdʒ/ 

a way 

of communicating with  

people who 

cannot hear, using hand  

signals instead of words 

 

 

hard of hearing 

 

/hɑː(r)d ɒv 

hɪərɪŋ / 

unable to hear well  

Hearing 

impairment 

/ hɪərɪŋ 

ɪmˈpeə(r)mənt

/ 

unable to hear as well as 

most people can.  

 

 

deaf mute 

 

/ def mjuːt/ 

 

someone who 

cannot hear or speak 

 

 

aural 

  

/ˈɔːrəl/ relating to 

your ears or hearing 

 

 

auditory 

  

/ˈɔːdɪt(ə)ri/ relating to hearing  

Finger Spelling /ˈfɪŋɡə(r) 

ˈspelɪŋ / 

 building block that uses 

hands and fingers to spell 

out words 

 

https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/british/hard-of-hearing#hard-of-hearing__1
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/british/hard-of-hearing#hard-of-hearing__1
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/british/deaf-mute#deaf-mute__1
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/british/deaf-mute#deaf-mute__1
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/british/aural#aural__1
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/british/aural#aural__1
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/british/auditory#auditory__1
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/british/auditory#auditory__1


Hearing aids / hɪərɪŋ eɪdz/ make sounds louder and 

clearer. Hearing aids are be 

worn by people of any age 

— including infants 

 

Mild Hearing 

Loss 

/maɪld hɪərɪŋ 

lɒs / 

A person with a mild 

hearing loss may hear some 

speech sounds but soft 

sounds are hard to hear. 

 

Moderate 

Hearing Loss 

/ˈmɒd(ə)rət 

hɪərɪŋ lɒs / 

A person with a moderate 

hearing loss may hear 

almost no speech when 

another person is talking at 

a normal level. 

 

Mixed Hearing 

Loss  

/mɪkst hɪərɪŋ 

lɒs / 

Hearing loss that includes 

both a conductive and 

a sensorineural hearing loss 

 

Post-lingual 

Hearing Loss 

/pəʊst- 

ˈlɪŋɡwəl 

hɪərɪŋ lɒs / 

Hearing loss that happens 

after a child learns to talk 

 

Pre-lingual 

Hearing Loss 

/pri -ˈlɪŋɡwəl 

hɪərɪŋ lɒs / 

Hearing loss that happens 

before a child learns to talk 

 

Severe Hearing 

Loss 

 

/sɪˈvɪə(r) 

hɪərɪŋ lɒs / 

 A person with severe 

hearing loss will hear no 

speech of a person talking 

at a normal level and only 

some loud sounds. 

 

Unilateral 

Hearing Loss 

/ˌjuːnɪˈlæt(ə)r

əl hɪərɪŋ lɒs / 

Hearing loss affects only 

one ear. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 


