
 

                                                       

 

MODULE 1: ENGLISH FOR SPECIFIC PURPOSES 
(SPECIAL NEEDS AND DISABILITY) 

 

LESSON 10 

ENGLISH TERMINOLOGIES FOR PEOPLE WITH SPECIAL NEEDS 

AND THE POLITE AND ACCEPTABLE WAYS OF THEIR USE. 

 

Disability Out-Dated 

Language 

Respectful Language Translate 

into your 

own 

language 

Blind or Visually 
Impairment 

Dumb, Invalid  Blind/Visually Impaired, 
Person who is blind/visually 
impaired 

 

Deaf or Hearing 
Impairment  

Invalid, Deaf-and-
Dumb, Deaf-Mute 

Deaf or Hard-of-hearing, 
Person who is deaf or hard of 
hearing 

 

Speech/Communication Disability Dumb, “One 
who talks bad" 

Person with a speech / 
communication disability 

 

Learning Disability   
 

 

Retarded, Slow, Brain-
Damaged, “Special 
ed” 

Learning disability, Cognitive 
disability, Person with a 
learning or cognitive disability 

 

Mental Health Disability,  Hyper-sensitive, 
Psycho, Crazy, Insane, 
Wacko, Nuts 

Person with a psychiatric 
disability, Person with a 
mental health disability 

 

Mobility/Physical 
Disability 

Handicapped, 
Physically Challenged, 
“Special,” Deformed, 
Cripple, Gimp, Spastic, 
Spaz, 
Wheelchairbound, 
Lame 

Wheelchair user, Physically 
disabled, Person with a 
mobility or physical disability 

 

Emotional Disability  Emotionally disturbed Emotionally disabled, Person 
with an emotional disability 

 



 
Cognitive Disability 

Retard, Mentally 
retarded, “Special ed” 

Cognitively/Developmentally 
disabled, Person with a 
cognitive/developmental 
disability 

 

Short Stature, Little 
Person Survivor, Someone 
“living with” a specific 
disability (i.e. “someone 
living with cancer or 
AIDS”) 

Dwarf, Midget  Someone of short stature, 
Little Person 

 

Health Conditions  Victim, Someone 
“stricken with” a 
disability (i.e. 
“someone stricken 
with cancer” or “an 
AIDS victim”) 

Survivor, Someone “living 
with” a specific disability (i.e. 
“someone living with cancer 
or AIDS”) 
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